A Free Radicals Experience

“I found the opportunity to work with NESTA, the Helen Storey Foundation and the wide range of Free Radical researchers a welcome challenge; particularly in terms of scale. In my work, I am used to creating small experimental ‘laboratories’ where groups of 25 artists, designers, scientists, communicators and academic researchers develop new ideas together over a period of 6-12 months. They take risks and experiment freely to realise ideas into practice. So I found it a bit daunting to find myself in such a big wide-ranging group of mostly academic researchers searching for a common purpose. However, the group created innovative ideas, which are now being realised on an institutional scale. Sensitive imaginative encouragement, in particular from Helen Storey and Caroline Coates, Kerstin Mey and Tony Ryan, made this possible. The idea of Catalytic Clothing, for example, is an excellent example of the best sort of Free Radical collaboration. Other less developed ideas which are emerging from members of this group, now deserve longer term support to maximise the value of the initial investment in this unique experiment in collaborative HE research. 

 

As NESTA’s support is being discontinued, I would hope that the Helen Story Foundation might now approach several of the research councils to work together with them, (for example, the EPSRC, AHRC and ESRC), to create a new kind of practice based ‘sandpit’ programme. We could begin by creating a pilot for this approach with practicing artists, designers, HE researchers and students from across the sciences, arts, humanities and social science to take forward what we have learned. The aim of a programme of interconnected ‘sandpits’, over a five year period, would be to stimulate significant social impact at a grass roots community level; as well as to embed an innovative approach to social responsibility in both policy making and student activities in the higher education institutions involved.” 
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