A Free Radicals Experience

“Free Radicals - what a chance to work with an inspirational collection of thinkers and doers, one that an opportunist like me couldn't possibly turn down.

 

FR has built a great network of willing partners. How has this happened? First, it's a "slow ideas" thing, with sufficient time to take relationships and ideas beyond what can be achieved with a single workshop. Second, I believe it is very important to have a serious yet non-threatening vehicle to gather round and find out how to work together, and the water topic is ideal. Third, there has been effective yet light-handed management through HSF - we have not been allowed to forget about FR or let our commitments slip.

 

I would love to see the experiment continue and grow - while keeping the freshness, naivety and flexibility that make it special, but what should the future look like?

 

Starting with FR as a resource for fresh thinking, I come back to the multidisciplinary power of the group, and especially the way it facilitates using art/design to bring fresh thinking to science in a rather ad-hoc way, as in the small techie spin-offs like Catalytic Clothing.  Can we make the case to EPSRC that we could be an important resource in tackling the key technology challenges of the future? Tony's territory, I guess.

 

Then there's nowt like real stuff, specifics - so some inspirational output from our communication projects is essential to winning continuing support. I'm a great believer in journeys, and these projects could be the start of longer trips, e.g. with funding bids to roll them out, ever-changing, through Europe.”
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